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Any exceptions to the policies stated below will be at the discretion 
of the Organist or ultimately the Pastor of St. Louis Parish. 

 
There are few occasions as special to a couple as their wedding. Marriage is a sacred act, marked with solemnity, 
and your wedding will likely provide you with a long memory of deeply felt emotions. The music performed at your 
wedding will always be attached to this moment in your mind. It is important, therefore, that you plan this part of your 
ceremony thoughtfully.   
 
The music you select for your wedding must reflect the sacred nature of the sacrament of marriage.  Your selections 
may include religious songs written for weddings, religious compositions for other occasions, or other music that 
facilitates a reverent and worshipful atmosphere.   
 
Because your wedding will take place in a sacred place, St. Louis Church does not permit popular songs, Broadway 
musicals, other secular music, or the use of any recorded media during the ceremony. All music must be performed 
live. In addition, the use of two popular secular wedding marches: “Here Comes the Bride” by Richard Wagner and 
“Wedding March from ‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream’” by Felix Mendelssohn are not permitted. The Music Office must 
approve all music selections.  
 

First, contact Scott McNulty, the Principal Organist. A listing of the most popular wedding music choices is 
available online at www.st-louis.org/weddingmusic. Fill in the online form and select music from the various 
categories. All of the music listed on the website can be heard on YouTube. You may arrange for a personal wedding 
music consultation if you live in Austin or plan to visit.  
 
Second, once you are finished making your selections, email your selections to scott.mcnulty@st-louis.org.  
The organist will then contact you to go over the selections and provide guidance as needed and/or desired. E-mail 
is the preferred method of communication. 
 

The Principal Organist at St. Louis will play for your wedding. If the Organist is unavailable, a first-rate professional 
substitute will be provided.   
 
If you desire the services of an organist or pianist other than the Organist at St. Louis or the recommended substitute, 
you may hire this other organist after obtaining permission from the Music Office, and you must pay the full fee of the 
Organist at St. Louis in addition to the fee of the organist you have hired. The Music Office must still approve all 
music selections for your wedding. There are no exceptions to this policy.   
 

Of all the musical instruments, the organ has the longest association with the church; its nobility of tone has made it 
the King of Instruments and is therefore the instrument of choice for worship. However, there are other instruments 
which can add a great deal to the festivity and solemnity of your wedding, including trumpet, harp, strings, etc. 
 
 

The Music Office routinely contracts with many of the finest trumpet, string, harp, flute, and classical guitar players in 
Austin.  Allowing the music department to contract the musicians will guarantee a high standard of musicianship at 
your wedding.  In addition, our music ministry has professional cantors on staff. Our recommended cantors will be 
professional soloists as well as experienced cantors, and will be familiar with Catholic liturgy. A family member or 
friend may have a lovely voice, but will they be able to lead an assembly in psalms, acclamations and hymns?   
Remember that the primary role of a cantor, even at a wedding, is that of a Liturgical Minister and any vocalist singing 
at St. Louis weddings must have these skills.  Also, since the organist’s responsibility is to rehearse with the vocalist, 
and not to teach them the music, we strongly suggest that you let us hire your vocalist. 
 

http://www.st-louis.org/weddingmusic


 
 

1. Professional consultation about the music. The Organist will coordinate any musicians you wish to hire, 
as well as arranging rehearsal time with them. 

 
2. Prelude music.  The Organist will play for approximately 15-20 minutes before the service as guests are 

arriving. He has an extensive repertoire of pieces that may be used, and as able, play special sacred pieces 
that you may request.   

 
3. The wedding service.  St. Louis hires only professional organists, often with a national reputation for their 

musicianship.  The music at your wedding will be of first class quality. 
 

The organist is not in attendance at the wedding rehearsal. There is a $150 
surcharge if the organist is requested for the rehearsal. 

 

 
The fee for the Organist is $300. The Organist does not charge to rehearse with musicians contracted through us.  
If you hire an outside instrumentalist or soloist and the Organist must rehearse with him or her, the fee is $50 per half-
hour of rehearsal. 
 
The Cantor/Vocalist fee is $150.  This fee includes all sung music at your wedding, including vocal solos.  
 
Professional instrumentalists charge $200-$300 per player.  We will let you know once we have contracted the 
musicians for your wedding. 
   
The honorarium for organist is due at the time of signing, and is a non-refundable fee of $300. Fees for all 
other musicians are due in the church office at least two months (60 days) before your wedding.  Separate 
checks for each musician are to be mailed to St. Louis Church, to the organist’s attention. Fees for musicians are 
non-refundable. 

St. Louis is committed to providing liturgy which leads people closer to God through word and music.  We in the 
Music Office take seriously our responsibility in guiding you in planning the musical portion of your wedding.  Our goal 
is to help you to create a celebration that is both meaningful to you and in which the finest in music is offered in 
thanksgiving to God.  
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