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Greeting Parents, 
Welcome to a new year of Young Church. Personally, I am very excited 
because this is my first year working here as Director of Youth and Young 
Adult Ministry. I was born in San Salvador, El Salvador, where I practiced 
civil/criminal law and played professional team handball for almost 15 years. 
My first language is Spanish, but I am fully bilingual, and even know some 
Italian. I also studied to become a Franciscan priest for 3 years. And for the 
past two years I had been working at St. William Catholic Church as 
Coordinator of Youth Ministry. Anyways, I am really looking forward in 
working with your children to help them grow in their wisdom and holiness.  
 
Here at St. Louis it is OUR MISSION to empower young people to live as 
disciples of Jesus Christ in our world today. Together we seek to intentionally 
live lives of deep, authentic, and fruitful faith. And it is OUR VISION to bring 
as many teens as possible to a personal encounter with Christ, forming them 
in the teachings and spirituality of the Catholic Church. Young Church seeks 
to journey with the youth in their faith process but also desires their personal 
growth, to prepare them in the challenges of this life. 
 
Now, parents have the primary responsibility to educate their children in the 
faith. Therefore, Young Church only compliments the spiritual formation that 
takes place fundamentally in your homes. You are the primary teachers of 
the faith, thus becoming the Domestic Church. Your witness in the love of 
neighbor, in a constant life of prayer, participating in Sunday liturgy, is the 
first school of Christian life for your children. Listen to what Saint Augustine 
had to say about this: "the educational task of parents in igniting and 
maintaining the faith in the heart of their children, is a true eclessial ministry 
like that of the Bishop (Ep 188, 3 y Serm 94)." In other words, Saint Augustine 
compares the spiritual task that you have with your children with that of a 
Bishop!!!  
 
Please pray for your children, and for everyone in the program, so that the 
Holy Spirit may guide and lead us all into Heaven. Finally, if you have any 



questions or concerns, please feel free to call me at 512-454-0384 ext. 216 or 
write to me at francisco.soriano@st-louis.org.  
 
Peace and Goodness, 
 
Francisco Soriano 
 

Sunday Night Schedule 
 
Young Church takes places most Sundays from 6:30pm to 8:00pm., in the 
Youth Room located in the PAC. To know the exact dates please check the 
calendar at the end of this handbook or you could also visit https://www.st-
louis.org/young-church for that information.  
 

WHAT TO EXPECT 
 
The program consists essentially of 4 different types of nights: Be More, Do 
More, Pray More, Learn More. Besides those nights, we also carry out other 
complementary activities, which are also posted on the calendar, such as 
Posadas and Sports Nights.  
 
Be More: These nights are based around community, and how we can build a 
Christ-centered community of teens here at St. Louis. 
Do More: These nights take a closer look at service rooted in Catholic Social 
Teaching and helps teens to understand how they could go out and serve the 
community around them through small service projects for St. Louis, though 
not small in the eyes of God. 
Pray More: These nights are centered on how teens can deepen their prayer 
lives and offering them opportunities for deep and meaningful prayer 
through Vespers and Adoration. 
Learn More: These nights are focused on guiding the teens through the 
wealth of knowledge that the Catholic Church has, how they can navigate it, 
and how they may be able to use that knowledge in their daily lives. 
 
 
 

https://www.st-louis.org/young-church
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Theme: Holiness in the Ordinary 
 
This will be the theme that we will be exploring and discussing throughout 
the year. Sometimes we believe that in order to achieve holiness we must 
work miracles or do extraordinary deeds. Personally, this train of thought 
discourages me, because the truth is that most of us are not going to receive 
the Stigmas as St. Francis of Assis did or resurrect a dead like Don Bosco. 
However, the good news is that true catholic spirituality doesn't teach that. In 
fact, it teaches the opposite. Saint José María Escrivá used to say: "Great" 
holiness consists in carrying out the "little duties" of each moment, and 
Mother Teresa of Calcutta constantly repeated: Not all of us can do great 
things, but we can do small things with great love. As the youth understands 
this reality, a sense of hope and joy should embrace them, knowing that 
holiness is within their reach and that there is no reason why they shouldn't 
constantly strive to achieve it. 

 
 

Who can be part of Young Church: 
 

All teenagers that are currently in High School. And when we say ALL, we 
mean ALL. Therefore your children can perfectly bring their friends. It doesn’t 
even matter if the teen is not catholic, as long as they are curious to learn 
what it means to be a young catholic now a days. 
 
 

Registration 
 

Registration has NO cost. It is important that all the teens register to the 
program., because it will help us in our record keeping and to obtain 
important information about your children, in case of an emergency. If your 
son or daughter hasn´t registered, please visit https://www.st-louis.org/lcf-
registration or simply visit the LCF office, and if push comes to shove, you can 
also register your children any night during our youth nights.    
 
 

https://www.st-louis.org/lcf-registration
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Young Church Needs You 
 

Here is a list of certain needs we have that would help us better serve your 
children. Please consider helping us in any way. Feel free to contact me at 
francisco.soriano@st-louis.org or call me at 512-454-0384 ext. 216.  

• Core Team leaders (Adult volunteers): We are not looking for adults 
with Master’s Degree in Theology, although if you have one, we 
wouldn´t mind! We are simply looking for faithful Catholics that have in 
their hearts the love of journeying with our youth in their faith process. 

• Donations: money, food/snacks/beverages. 
• If you ever want to cook for a youth night, we would greatly appreciate 

it. 
• And definitely prayers. 

 

Photo/Video Release Form 
 

At the end of this handbook, we ask your permission that any pictures taken 
during any of the activities related to Young Church can be shared in the 
different social media platforms that St. Louis King of France Catholic Church. 
The names of your children will NOT be posted. Please return the Release 
Form either personally to me or just leave it in the parish office. 
 

 

Code of Conduct 
 

Respect is vital to creating an environment where one can grow in their faith.  
It is expected that teens respect the adult volunteers and their peers during 
Young Church Events, this includes but is not limited to: 
 
1) Follow instructions of adult volunteers. 
2) Regarding the dress code, everything we wear must reflect Christian 
modesty. 
3) Bullying and/or aggressive, threatening or violent acts will not be tolerated. 



4) Drugs, alcohol, weapons or other illegal items will not be tolerated.  If a 
teen is found possessing these items, the police will be called first and then 
the parent. 
5) Cell Phones are not allowed during times of prayer and whenever we have 
talks. Teens who do not follow this policy may have their phones collected 
and returned at the end of the youth night. 
6) Parents who are dropping off/ picking up teens, please do so outside the 
PAC. Teens that bring their own car please park by the parking spaces next to 
the track/soccer field. All this is for the safety of your children. 
7) If a teen needs to leave early for a family reason, the parent should come 
and check them out through one of the adult core team members or inform 
me of the situation by any means. Teens will not be permitted to leave 
without parental notification and consent prior to 8:00 p.m. All this is for the 
safety of your children. 
 
Parents will be notified if their teen is consistently violating the Code of 
Conduct. Please take time to go over the Code of Conduct with your teens.  
 
 
 

Special Events 2019-2020 
 

These events ignite and help renew the faith with hundreds of more teens, 
just like your children that are seeking out to live in the way of Christ. There 
will be dynamic speakers, lots of fun, and moments that potentially could 
change their lives! 
 
1) Diocesan Catholic Youth Conference (DCYC): Feb. 1-3, 2019 at Waco 
Convention Center, Waco, TX, and 
2) Steubenville Lonestar: End of June of 2020 at the Irving Convention 
Center in Irving, Texas. Exact date TBA. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CALENDAR  
 

2019 2020 
9/15 KICK OFF 1/19 WELCOME BACK 

9/22 BE 1/26 BE 

9/29 LEARN 2/2 NO CLASSES 

10/6 PRAY 2/9 CATHOLIC Q&A 

10/13 SPORTS 2/16 CATHOLIC Q&A 

10/20 LEARN 2/23 SPORTS 

10/27 DO 3/1 PRAY 

11/3 PRAY 3/8 BE 

11/10 BE 3/15 to 3/22 NO CLASSES 

11/17 LEARN 3/29 DO 

11/24 to 12/1 NO CLASSES 4/5 PRAY 

12/8 POSADAS REHEARSAL 4/12 NO CLASSES 

12/15 POSADAS 4/19 LEARN 

12/22/2019 to 1/12/2020 NO CLASSES 4/26 LAST DAY 

 
• DURING PRAY AND SPORTS NIGHTS, NO FORMAL MEAL WILL BE GIVEN, SNACKS 

WILL BE PROVIDED. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

PHOTO/VIDEO RELEASE FORM 
 

I hereby authorize St. Louis King of France Catholic Church to take, edit, use, 
and publish any pictures or videos taken of my child during any of the 
activities held by Young Church during their regular youth nights, but also 
during any off site events, for publicity and marketing purposes only 
including but not limited to, newsletters, flyers, posters, brochures, 
advertisements, fundraising letters, websites, and all social media networks.  
I waive any right to inspect or approve the finished product or the copy 
wherein the photograph/video appears. It is understood that the name of my 
child will NOT appear in any of its publications. 
I also agree that I and/or my child shall have no legal or economic right, title, 
or interest in the photos, nor any intellectual property right in these matters, 
nor may I bring any claim or cause of action for damages or injuries against 
the Church resulting from the gathering or dissemination of these photos.  
I have read this photo/video release form in all its entirety, understand and 
agree to all of its terms. 
 
Child’s Name (Please Print):________________________________________________ 
 
Parent’s Name (Please Print): ______________________________________________ 
 
Parent’s Signature: _______________________________________________________ 
 
Date: ___________________________________________________________________ 

 


